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Re: GENETICALLY MODIFIED ORGANISMS AND DEFINITION OF ORGANIC FOOD 

Dear Ms. Henney and Mr. Levitt: 

About a month ago, I read that the FDA has approved a program of recommendations and 
voluntary-only labeling for foods that have been genetically modified (“GM”) or grown with GM 
organisms. I am very upset about this. I believe that this decision is bad for everybody. I do not 
believe that sufficient research has been done into the long-term effects of a diet of GM foods, and I 
am completely unwilling to be an open-laboratory experimental subject. In addition, this policy, if 
implemented, would violate my fundamental right to choose what I eat. 

Insofar as health is concerned, should it take more than the breathtaking natural phenomena 
around us to show the folly of a voluntary labeling (“VL”) policy? How could the hundreds of 
herbs in the Chinese pharmacy have evolved in specific relationship with human beings so as to 
effectively treat so many of our conditions? How could the blister beetle’s symbiotic sexual 
mimicry of the bee and the four-generation journey of the monarch butterfly between Mexico and 
Canada possibly have evolved without a sensitive wisdom superior and mysterious to us at play? 
The butterfly returns to a site in Mexico where neither it, itsparents nor its grandparents have ever 
been! Whether or not one acknowledges a vital consciousness as source of evolution, it is clear that 
we human beings and all other elements of the planetary biosphere display a fundamental 
interdependency that we do not adequately comprehend, and are therefore not qualified to modify. 
We have aheady seen deadly unexpected biotech results in the fatal resistance to antibiotics in the 
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emergency room developed by patients who had consumed animals treated with those substances, 
which are used along with artificial hormones as animal growth stimulants. What clearer demon- 
stration than death of the limits of our understanding of the fragile, critical interconnectedness of all 
life? This biotechnological intervention in food animal growth is very basic compared to GM 
undertakings, and it has proved to have a fatal flaw. 

I am a legal secretary, not a scientist, but I have read some very disturbing things about GM 
foods. I read some research results that suggest great potential harm from consumption of GM 
foods. A study by Dr. Arpad Puszta of the Rowett Research Institute revealed heavy damage to the 
immune systems of rats that were fed GM potato that had been modified to produce more than the 
usual amount of lectins, a natural pesticide. Suspicions were raised that the problem was not only 
the lectins, but also the naked cauliflower mosaic viral promoter (W&IV”) that was used to drive 
the genetic modification into the genome of the potato. “Naked” means that the virus was ‘stripped 
of the viral coat, thus removing the mechanism which allows the virus to infect only limited num- 
bers of species. I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS CAMV PROMOTER IS ABLE TO MODIFY 
THE GENOME OF MANY MAMMALS AND OTHER COMPLEX ORGANISMS, AND IS 
CURRENTLY BEING USED TO EFFECT MOST GENETIC MODIFICATIONS IN THE 
FOOD PRODUCTS THAT ARE NOW BEING ALLOWED INTO U.S. MARKETS. YOU 
ARE ALLOWING US TO EAT THIS AND PREVENTING US FROM CHOOSING NOT 
TO DO SO! These trials were preliminary and I do not know of any research since then that 
disproves those results. You must know of the widespread concern within the scientific community 
about the effects of genetic modification. Unfavorable results have been reported in Nature, The 
New England Journal of Medicine and by the Union of Concerned Scientists. How can you, as 
health professionals, possibly allow this to happen? I am stunned, upset, angry. 

Cross-pollination was showed to occur between GM and normal oillseed rape 200 meters 
apart in a study by the Ministry for Ecology of the Germany State of Niedersachsen. Studies 
published in Denmark and by the Scottish Crop Research Institute have shown that GM oilseed rape 
cross-pollinated not only with normal rape but with wild weedy relatives such as field mustard and 
wild radish at a distance up to 2.5 kilometers! Oilseed rape is a major crop. As one of the profit- 
making strategies of the bio-technology companies is to produce plants that yield sterile seeds, the 
uncontrolled cross-pollination of these plants would deny farmers the option of saving seeds from 
their harvest for the next planting. This will force subsistence farmers to become serfs of the 
biotech companies, and it is a grossly unfair and mean thing to do. 

More problems are presented by the release of untested genetic modifications into the 
general ecosystem. In Africa, extreme environmental and social challenges confront the effort to 
achieve consistent crop production, and these conditions are inviting to the cultivation of much 
more land with GM plants and organisms than here in North America. It seems to me that social 
instability in Africa not only creates obstacles to production but also to proper control of 
experiments and innovations. My fear is that millions of acres of altered crops and organisms might 
be enough of an ecosystemic base to engender mutations in insects. Perhaps worst of the horrible 
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possibilities would be mutant insects traveling in winds and boats to further continents, 
uncontrollably destroying crops and forests, and hosting new untreatable human pathogens in their 
bodies. 

Vectors of biological mutation do not respect private property or national boundaries, and 
mutation launched through genetic modification would obviously be very much easier to prevent 
than to control once in motion. It is also clear that uncontrollable, pernicious, artificially-induced, 
large-scale shifts in the bioshpere would be harmful to everyone on Earth, including those who 
stand to profit economically from the implementation of GM foods and organisms. There should be 
an immediate and indefinite moratorium on all open air cultivation of GM crops. 

In addition, as I have said, I am concerned about the erosion of my ability to make the 
choices necessary for my well being. I feel that I understand food in a way that is special to me, a 
way which I am less inclined to alter in the face of a preponderance of scientific evidence than I 
would a pharmaceutical preference. I don’t want to eat food produced with GM plants and 
organisms. How can I decide without labels? I believe many others share this feeling. 
Implementation of the VL policy would amount to a coerced consensus on a highly unresolved 
public issue. You are literally forcing things we don’t want down our throats. 

Furthermore, implementation would deny the public its ultimate power to accept or reject a 
commercial endeavor: where we spend our money. Public response to corporate initiative is a 
necessary construct of competitive capitalism. What does it mean that within the same issue, 
American powers-that-be are denying the process of natural selection in both the biosphere and the 
human economy? This is very suspicious. 

The general likelihood that bio-tech companies are influencing the FDA to protect projected 
earnings is apparent from increasing public and media awareness of the blurring of the lines 
between corporate and public interest. For instance, in the May 18,200O issue of The New England 
Journal of Medicine, Editor Marcia Angell, MD describes in detail the manner in which “[tlhe 
incentives of the market place [are becoming] woven into the fabric of academic medicine,” and 
reminds us that “for-profit businesses are pledged to increase the value of their investors’ stock. 
That is a very different goal from the mission of medical schools,” which she says are becoming 
“research outposts for industry.” I think the subjugation of public interest to corporate agendae is 
also demonstrated by how nicely the tendency of today’s corporations to merge to huge size is 
abetted by federal industrial deregulation, and dovetails with increased delegation of government 
responsibility to states. This has rendered state government increasingly vulnerable to corporate 
manipulation, as states can lose huge tax revenue from corporate relocation whereas the federal 
government cannot. While the FDA is a federal entity, that is not stopping corporate interests from 
their corruptive tactics. I would like to know how many ex-FDA employees work at pharmaceutical 
and bio-tech companies and vice-versa, and how many current employees make money from 
consultancies and speaking engagements on the side. I know of at least one instance. 
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Testimony has been submitted to the FDA by Robert Cohen concerning Monsanto’s 
contributions to politicians, as well as their unscrupulous methods of getting FDA approval for their 
rBGH hormone. Cohen said that an ex-Monsanto employee, Margaret Miller, authorized a change 
in the limitation of antibiotics in milk from 1 part in 100 million to 1 part in 1 million. That’s a 
lO,OOO% increase! Why would cows need so much antibiotic unless they were getting sick? How 
could the FDA possibly authorize the release of such a dangerous food to the public? 

The VL policy is an act of flagrant disregard for the public well being. This and other events 
are prompting more of us to pursue social alternatives, such as intentional communities and 
cooperative associations, where we can control the quality of our basic necessities. These social 
formations remove one’s productivity from the conventional economic domain, and so the industrial 
complex is undermining itself through self-interested action. 

Implementation of the VL policy toward GM food would constitute the FDA’s failure to 
protect my health. It would violate my fundamental rights to choose what I eat and to keep healthy 
to pursue private property as institutionalized by the U.S. Constitution. Therefore, I demand that 
you reverse the above-described decision immediately. Please instead implement a policy which 
requires that all producers of not only any kind of artificial or GM food, but also any topical 
treatment derived from GM substances, label the products to clearly indicate containment of such. 
Please institute an immediate and indefinite moratorium on the sale or open air cultivation of GM 
crops or animals. IN ADDITION, IF YOU HAVE NOT DONE SO ALREADY, PLEASE FORMULATE AND 

IMPLEMENT AN OFFICIAL DEFINITION OF ORGANIC THAT TOTALLY EXCLUDES ANY BIOEN- 

GINEERED OR ARTIFICIALLY PROCESSED FOODS OR SUBSTANCES, INCLUDING USAGE OF GMOs, 
IRRADIATION AND SEWAGE SLUDGE. If you fail to do this, you put all of us at added risk, including 
those who profit from GM food businesses. While my expressions of personal fear above are 
admittedly quite wild, research has not eliminated them, and at risk is, literally, the possibility of the 
boondoggle to end all boondoggles. 

Please implement life-sustaining policies now. 

cc: President William Clinton 
Vice President Albert Gore 
Sens. Moynihan, Schumer 
Rep. Anthony Wiener 
6 bio-tech companies 
the press 
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Sincerely, ,,,,. 
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cc: President William Clinton 
Vice President Albert Gore 
Sens. Moynihan, Schumer 
Rep. Anthony Wiener 
6 bio-tech companies 
the press 
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contributions to politicians, as well as their unscrupulous methods of getting FDA approval for their 
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in the limitation of antibiotics in milk from 1 part in 100 million to 1 part in 1 million. That’s a 
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cc: President William Clinton 
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6 bio-tech companies 
the press 
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you reverse the above-described decision immediately. Please instead implement a policy which 
requires that all producers of not only any kind of artificial or GM food, but also any topical 
treatment derived from GM substances, label the products to clearly indicate containment of such. 
Please institute an immediate and indefinite moratorium on the sale or open air cultivation of GM 
crops or animals. IN ADDITION, IF YOU HAVE NOT DONE SO ALREADY, PLEASE FORMULATE AND 

IMPLEMENT AN OFFICIAL DEFINITION OF ORGANIC THAT TOTALLY EXCLUDES ANY BIOEN- 

GINEERED OR ARTIFICIALLY PROCESSED FOODS OR SUBSTANCES, INCLUDING USAGE OF GMOs, 
IRRADIATION AND SEWAGE SLUDGE. If you fail to do this, you put all of us at added risk, including 
those who profit from GM food businesses. While my expressions of personal fear above are 
admittedly quite wild, research has not eliminated them, and at risk is, literally, the possibility of the 
boondoggle to end all boondoggles. 

Please implement life-sustaining policies now. 

Sincerely, /- f 
/ .<!.,’ 

l-d 
.,fC 

Wa teams 
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Vice President Albert Gore 
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Rep. Anthony Wiener 
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you reverse the above-described decision immediately. Please instead implement a policy which 
requires that all producers of not only any kind of artificial or GM food, but also any topical 
treatment derived from GM substances, label the products to clearly indicate containment of such. 
Please institute an immediate and indefinite moratorium on the sale or open air cultivation of GM 
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